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The Kremlin and the Vati- 
can are the two great inter- 


_nationals and they are to- 


day in a state of ideologi- 
cal and political war. The 
second World War weak- 
ened Catholic political in- 
fluence in Europe. Italy, a 
Catholic country, was de- 
feated by Germany; with 
its large Catholic popula- 
tion has lost its political 
status. Catholic Spain and 
Portugal are Fascist and 
therefore out of the main 
political stream. France, 
formerly a first class power, 
has sunk to a second class. 
Poland, once the pillar of 
Papal political structure, is 
in the Russian sphere. The 
Vatican therefore directs 
its attention increasingly to 
the Americas. But it has not 
withdrawn from the fight 
for power in Europe. Rath- 
er it will try to draw the 
Americas into that fight. 


Louis Fischer 


From The Great Challenge 









Retreat of the Infallible 


It is a “de fide” 

teaching of the 
Roman Catholic 
4 Church that the 
f_ Roman Pontiff is 
7 infallible when he 
teaches and de- 
fines, in virtue of 
his supreme apos- 
tolic authority and 
as the Pastor and Doctor of all Chris- 
tians, in all that pertains to faith and 
morals. 


The Vatican Council made the fol- 
lowing explicit statement on this sub- 
ject (Sess. 4, Cap. 4): 

“In accordance with the circumstances 
of the time, the Roman Pontiffs have al- 
ways propounded for our belief those 
doctrines which they, by God’s aid, rec- 
ognized as in harmony with the Holy 
Scriptures and the tradition of the Apos- 
tles. For the Holy Ghost was promised to 
Saint Peter’s successors not in order that 
they, by His revelation, should make 
known a new doctrine, but in order that 
by His assistance they should carefully 
preserve and faithfully interpret the re- 
vealed truth handed down by the Apos- 
tles, i.e. ‘the deposit of faith.’ ” 


Moreover, it is held that the Pope 
speaks “‘ex cathedra’”’ or infallibly on 
faith and morals only when the good 
of the Roman Church demands it; es- 
pecially in cases of heresy and immoral 
teachings or when the divinely re- 
vealed truth is either repudiated or 
doubted. 
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The papal infallible pronouncements 
may take the form of decrees, allocu- 
tions, motu proprio, rescripts, ete. 
Whatever the form may be, the essen- 
tial characteristic inherent in all these 
different infallible instruments (or 
teachings) is that they be promulgated 
to the whole Roman Church every- 
where: that is, they are to be made 
public to all Roman Catholics of every 
country. 


Once these “ex cathedra’’ infallible 
teachings are officially promulgated, 
Roman Catholics are bound under pain 
of mortal sin and excommunication to 
listen to the Pope with due reverence 
and to show complete adherence of 
their minds to the truths that he de- 
fines and teaches. In other words, the 
Roman Catholic is obligated to believe 
blindly in the Pope, whether he likes 
his teaching or not; because as Mati- 
ani‘ declares: “It is not flesh and blood 
that makes him (The Pope) speak... 
but Our Father who is in heaven.” 


Ever since Pius XII has occupied the 
Papal Chair, he has become “‘infallibil- 
ity happy.” A more precise knowledge 
of the term here postulated may be 
gathered by observing the comparative 
reaction of a child when he acquires a 
new toy, or of a man who owns a new 
automobile. When a child gains pos- 
session of a new toy, he externally 


1Cardinal Domenico Mariani, Lezioni 
Catechistiche, Vol. I, p. 450, Tipografa 
Polyglotta Vaticana—Imprimatur Fr. Au- 
gustinus Zampini Ep. Porphyreonem—Vi- 
carius Generalis Civitatis Vaticani. 
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manifests his reaction in many ways, 
so much so that we say that he is “‘toy 
happy.” When a man drives his new 
automobile and boasts about its quali- 
ties, he externally shows his happy 
feelings in different ways, so much so 
that we label him as being “car hap- 
py.” Similarly, Pius XII, when he be- 
came Pope, wanted to demonstrate to 
the whole public— Roman Catholic 
and Protestant—that he was infallible 
in questions of faith and morals, so 
much so that we are forced to conclude 
that he is “‘infallibility happy.” 

But in the past year, the infallible 
interpreter of the moral law of God, 
Pius XII, handed down two infallible 
pronouncements in the field of morals, 
Le. on the question of the Rotary on 
Jan. 11, 1951 and on Birth Control on 
Oct. 29, 1951. Being infallible moral 
decisions, they are absolute rulings 
that admit of no equivocation or loop- 
holes. But a careful reading of the de- 
cisions given by Pius XII on these two 
questions, the controversy stirred up 
by bringing these directives to the at- 
tention of the public, the unexpected 
and unfavorable reaction of the Amer- 
ican Roman Catholics, both lay and 
ecclesiastical, prove that Pius XII has 
miscalculated the self-respect and in- 
tellectual independence of the Ameri- 
can people, even those of the Roman 
Catholic faith. 


Coming tn the Way cssue 


Who Controls the Catholic Vote? 


Roman Catholicism vs, Masonry 


and other challenging articles 
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The Mass and Purgatory 


The existence of 
some sort of 
“cleansing fire” 
was first speculat- 
wo) ed by Pope Greg- 
J fol ory the Great (A. 
() D. 600), but did 
not become the 
general teaching of the West until the 
12th century. The Eastern church from 
the time of Christ to the present never 
taught this doctrine. Pope Innocent IV 
(13th century) was the first to give it 
a name: Purgatorium. 

This Latin name alone is proof of 
the late origin of the doctrine, because 
the language of the New Testament 
writings, of the Apostles and of the 
early church was Greek. The Greeks, 
who claim to have a word for every- 
thing, do not have a word for purga- 
tory. It is therefore incredible that the 
early church taught like the Roman 
Catholic Church of today that nearly 
all Christians were heading for purga- 
tory, and yet never mentioned the exis- 
tence of such a place. 

The Roman Catholic of today has 
no assurance of salvation. He fears 
that he is heading for hell, regards it 
a sin of presumption to consider him- 
self worthy of entering heaven imme- 
diately after death, and therefore prays 
that he may land in purgatory where 
cleansing flames will prepare him for 
heaven. 

The Church of Rome further teaches 
that the souls in purgatory cannot help 
themselves: their prayers are not 
heard, since the time of earning salva- 
tion terminates with death. Neither 
can God help them, for He is just and 
cannot change the just sentence due to 
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their sins. But the priest on earth can 
help them by repeating the sacrifice of 
the Cross for their intention. When a 
bishop ordains a priest, he says: “Re- 
ceive the power to celebrate Mass for 
the living as well as for the dead.” 

Most Masses said today are offered 
for some soul in purgatory. Roman 
Catholics believe that after their dear 
ones die they must descend into tor- 
menting flames. For this reason they 
will give their last penny to the priest 
to have him pray them out of their 
torments. 

This doctrine of Purgatory and the 
Mass may be compared with a fire and 
fire department. One who sees his 
house on fire and knows that his moth- 
er, wife or child is inside, immediately 
calls the fire department. But this com- 
parison is not complete until you can 
imagine that the fire chief would re- 
fuse to turn on the hose, unless and 
until someone paid him a fixed sum 


regulated by his department. 


On All Souls day, November 2nd, a 
day on which many souls are believed 
to leave purgatory, the average priest 
receives $500 to $1,000 from his par- 
ishioners who are all anxious to have 


their deceased friends remembered 


during Mass. 

Monks who are not allowed to come 
in contact with the people of the 
world, thought of creating “Purgato- 
rial Societies” which, like insurance 


companies, require weekly or monthly 
payments from those who wish to be 
remembered after death. 


Other means of soul-insurance are 
“Mass foundations” which are fixed 
bequests of funds or real esate, the in- 
terest or income from which is to pro- 
cure forever or for a certain number 
of years the celebration of Mass for 
the defunct founder. For many cen- 
turies rich landlords have tried to in- 
sure their salvation by bequeathing 
farms to their churches for perpetual 
Masses. In countries like Spain, Italy, 
Hungary and Poland, the Roman Cath- 
olic Church accumulated such large 
land holdings in this way that millions 
of now landless peasants are in open 
rebellion and demand land reform. 


The Mass stipend, no matter how 
explained, defined or defended by 
present day theologians, is an abuse 
dating from the Middle Ages when 
the Church of Rome allowed traffic 
in anything spiritual for the personal 
gain of the priest. In many countries 
we are witnessing today a growing te- 
bellion of the Catholic people against 
the abuses of their church. Let us pray 
that God may raise up another great 
reformer who will lead these millions 
from the darkness of medieval super- 
stition into the glorious light of His 
gospel to enjoy the freedom and salva- 
tion we have in Jesus Christ and in 
Him alone. 


FOR YOUR FRIENDS 


We will mail sample copies of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC MAGAZINE to your friends. Be a mission- 
ary in the important work of Christ's Mission. 
Price — six (6) for $1.00 
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Roman and Catholic are two con- 
tradictory words. One is the negation 
of the other. Rome being a political 
and territorial jurisdiction of Italy, a 
Roman born subject is an Italian citi- 
zen. He does not claim any other citi- 
zenship unless he takes another allegi- 
ance. 


When the Church of Rome claims 
a dual status she defends the most ab- 
surd position. If Roman, she ceases to 
be universal or Catholic; if Catholic 
she must cease to be Roman. In terms 
of logic there is no other alternative. 


Commenting upon this considera- 
tion, a devoted reader of our Maga- 
zine, J. W. C. of Akron, Ohio, calls 
our attention to the following: 


The claim of the Roman Catholic 
Church to be the first and only true 
Christian Church is based upon the false 
assumption that it alone bears the four 
marks of the original Christian body of 
believers, namely, that it is one, hoty, 
catholic and apostolic. 

The early Christian Church had two 
outward marks: it was composed of holy 
apostles and their followers, who were 
not priests, but evangelists. It was there- 
fore apostolic and evangelical. 

Even in Paul’s time there were divis- 
ions and contentions over important doc- 


April, 1952 





or Catholic— Can't Be Both 


trines such as baptism, the Lord’s Supper 
and the resurrection of the dead. Paul 
and Peter disagreed over justification by 
faith as opposed to justification by works 
of the law—which remains the irrecon- 
cilable point of difference today between 
Protestants and Roman Catholics. 

The qualification ‘Roman’’ makes the 
papal Church the antithesis of ‘Christian’ 
and ‘catholic’ or universal. The essential 
teaching of the early Church (the ‘rock’ 
upon which the Christian Church was 
founded, according to St. Augustine and 
others), was the universal belief that 
Christ was the “Son of the Living God,” 
and that we are saved by faith—his one 
sacrifice on Calvary. But the members of 
that Church consisted only of scattered 
bodies of Hebrews and some gentile 
groups in Asia Minor. The Romans of 
that time persecuted and harassed the 
apostles and disciples and tried to pre- 
vent them from preaching this Gospel to 
the gentiles. The Roman Catholic In- 
quisition continued this persecution of 
evangelical Christians until the year 1816. 

If it were true that the above four 
marks identify the true Church of Christ 
today, then most Protestant sects could 
make the claim, since they bear these 
outward marks to a more perfect degree 
than the Roman Catholic organization. 

Christ bade us worship God “‘in spirit 
and in truth,’ and taught that the King- 
dom of Heaven is within us. His true 
Church then is both invisible and ever- 
lasting, a tabernacle not made with 
hands. The visible Churches are human 
organizations governed by laws and reg- 
ulations, and necessary as a means of car- 
rying forward the knowledge and prac- 
tice of the faith that makes us Christians 
—an abiding faith in Jesus Christ as the 
Son of the Living God who, by one of- 
fering of Himself, perfected forever the 
work of our salvation. 
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FAST AND ABSTINENCE 


Rome’s Requirements Tailored to Human Weakness 


COMMITTEE of three, named at the 1950 

meeting of the National Catholic Welfare Con- 

ference, was instructed to “eliminate confusion 

resulting from the differences in Lenten Rules in various dioceses.” 
In conformity with the new uniform set of relaxed Lenten Rules 
suggested to Catholic bishops throughout the U. S., the Archbishop 
of Brooklyn has issued the following Regulations for his Diocese, 


The Regulations are reproduced on the opposite page. — 


It is well to observe that days of fast 
and abstinence of the Roman Catholic 
Church are totally different from the 
fasting taught in Scripture. The fasts 
of the Roman Catholic Church are 
compulsory; whereas the fasts of Scrip- 
ture are voluntary. The former are 
mechanical; the latter are spiritual. 
The fasts of the Roman Catholic 
Church are not connected at all with 
prayer and spiritual exercises; it is sim- 
ply the observing of certain determined 
days appointed by the Pope of Rome 
to fast and abstain from certain foods. 
The observance of the law of fasting 
and abstaining is one of the good 
works that a Roman Catholic must per- 
form to gain eternal salvation. For 
every good work that he performs he 
also acquires a merit. The number of 
merits that a Roman Catholic has when 
he dies determines the degree of glory 
that he shall win in Heaven. How can 
a Roman Catholic lose these merits? 
By committing one single mortal sin. 
Where do these merits go? Into the 
spiritual treasury of 
the Roman Catholic 
Church. How can a 
Roman Catholic be- 
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liever reacquire them? By confessing 
the mortal sin in the auricular confes- 
sion and obtaining judicial absolution 
of it from a human priest. 

The law of fasting and abstaining is 
based not upon a command of God 
but upon the command of the Pope. 

In many Roman Catholic countries, 
Carnivals or Mardigras precede the 
Lent season. At this time the Roman 
Catholic Church engages in all forms 
of debauchery. Time Magazine of 
March 3, 1952, gives us the descrip. 
tion of this type of religious celebra- 
tion as it happened in Bolivia: 

“In the windswept Bolivian tin-mining 
center of Oruro, garishly garbed Indian 
miners paraded through the streets last 
week behind some 60 mules and oxen 
laden with silverware and assorted house. 
hold objects. Arriving at the Church of 
the Virgin of the Cave, patroness of Orv 
ro tin diggers, the marchers symbolically 
offered their silver and china to the Vit 
gin—just as their ancestors brought met- 
al and pottery objects to their gods to 
seek good fortune. Then an Indian cast 
in the role of Lucifer, masked and cloaked 

in red velvet, capered in- 
to the area before the 
church doors. Thus be 
gan La Diablada (The 
Devilishness), Oruro’s 
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Regulations 


ON 
FAST and ABSTINENCE 


As APPROVED for the Diocese of Brooklyn by His Ex- 
cellency, Most Reverend Thomas E. Molloy, Archbishop- 
Bishop of Brooklyn, February 1, 1952 


To foster the spirit of penance and of reparation for sin, to encourage self-denial and 
mortification, and to guide her children in the footsteps of Our Divine Savior, Holy 
Mother Church imposes by law the observance of fast and abstinence. 

In accordance with the provisions of Canon Law, as modified through the use of 
special faculties granted by the Holy See, we herewith publish the following regulations: 


ON ABSTINENCE 


Everyone over 7 years of age is bound to observe the law of abstinence. 

Complete abstinence is to be observed on Fridays, Ash Wednesday, the Vigils of 
the Assumption and Christmas, and on Holy Saturday morning. On days of com- 
plete abstinence meat and soup or gravy made from meat may not be used at all. 
Partial abstinence is to be observed on Ember Wednesdays and Saturdays and on 
the Vigils of Pentecost and All Saints. On days of partial abstinence meat and 
soup or gravy made from meat may be taken only once a day at the principal meal. 


ON FAST 


Everyone over 21 and under 59 years of age is also bound to observe the law of 
fast. 

The days of fast are the weekdays of Lent, Ember Days, the Vigils of Pentecost, 
the Assumption, All Saints and Christmas. 

On days of fast only one full meal is allowed. Two other light meatless meals 
sufficient to maintain strength may be taken according to each one’s needs. Meat 
may be taken at the principal meal on a day of fast except on Fridays, Ash Wed- 
day and the Vigils of the Assumption and Christmas. 

Eating between meals is not permitted; but liquids, including milk and fruit 
juices, are allowed. 

When health or ability to work would be seriously affected, the law does not 


oblige. In doubt concerning fast or abstinence, a parish priest or confessor should 
be consulted. 


We earnestly exhort the faithful during the periods of fast and abstinence to atttend 
daily Mass; to receive Holy Communion often; to take part more frequently in exercises 
of piety; to give generously to works of religion and charity; to perform acts of kindness 
toward the sick, the aged and the poor; to practice voluntary self-denial especially 
regarding alcoholic drink and worldly amusements; and to pray more frequently, par- 
ticularly for the intentions of the Holy Father. 





own version of the ancient auto sacra- 
mental (religious play). 

“Brandishing his mock-serpent scepter, 
Lucifer proclaimed in mixed Spanish and 
Indian that he was the Prince of Dark- 
ness, and proved it with impressive leaps 
and tooth-grinding roars. Immediately 
the Archangel Michael bounded forward, 
gorgeous in a ee silk cos- 
tume, and challenged Lucifer in the name 
of God and the seven virtues. 

“After they had exchanged a few 
prances and roars, seven more brightly 
costumed devils strutted forward to shout 
their vain-glorious boasts and be routed, 
one by one, by Michael. Envy (“I am the 
worst of the capital sins”) wore a mask 
of inter-laced serpents; Sloth was a yawn- 
ing frog; Lust was masked by lizards. Last 
of all came La Diabla, the she-devil. With 
her seductive smile and flouncing skirts, 
provocatively hoisted as she danced, the 
tempting she-devil managed to give the 
archangel a bad half-hour. 

“But Michael outpranced and out- 
preached all the devils. In one final going- 
over, he flung Lucifer to the ground and 
set foot on him, proclaiming the victory 
of God and virtue while the devils quaked 
in terror. Then he led all the devils into 
the church where they knelt, took off 
their masks and sang: ‘Our Mother, here 
we are, your little children devils.’ 

“After that they went out of the 
church, danced all around town for three 
days and nights of the carnival.” 


There are many Roman Catholics 
who resent their Church for mixing 
these pagan acts with the law of fast- 
ing and abstaining. 

How different is all this from the 
fasts observed by the Apostles and the 
early Church! With them fasting was 
not something mechanical. It didn’t 
mean for them the limitation of food 
at one, two, or three meals; it didn’t 
mean the abstaining from the flesh 
meats and the by-products of flesh 
meats and at the same time gorging 
themselves with a great quantity of 
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other kinds of food and drink. With 
them fasting and abstaining was al- 
ways a spiritual exercise closely con- 
nected with prayer as a preparation for 
some important work in their ministry 
such as ordination, appointing mission- 
aries, etc. Acts 13:2, 3—"“‘As they min- 
istered to the Lord, and fasted, the 
Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barna- 
bas and Saul for the work whereunto 
I have called them. And when they 
had fasted and prayed, and laid their 
hands on them, they sent them away.” 
(Acts 14:23—Daniel 9:3—Joel 2:12 
—II Chron. 20:3.) 

The true Christian fast is always re- 
garded as a spiritual exercise, closely 
associated with spiritual service, re. 
pentance, and prayer. It is never ob- 
served to gain merit; nor is it mechani- 
cal. The Scripture condemns fasting 
for the sake of fasting as an evil. “Pray 
not for this people for their good; 
when they fast, I will not hear their 
cry” (Jer. 14:12). The fast that pleases 
God is the abstinence from all sin, and 
the leading of a life of obedience to 
him (Isa. 58:5-7). Christ Himself cas- 
tigated the Pharisees because they were 
very careful to fast but failed to lead 
a correct life (Matt. 6:16; 9:24; 24: 
23). 

In fact, Paul, too, admonishes the 
Christian to be on his guard against 
penances and abstinence from meats, 
which he considers as a mark of Apos- 
tasy (Col. 2:16: 20:23; I Cor. 8:8; 1 
Tim. 4:1-5). 


Is Your Subscription 
Expiring? 
Don’t wait for a reminder. Renew it to- 
day. Only by unremitting vigilance can 
Roman Catholic political aggression be 
held in check. You can help, too, through 
gift subscriptions. 
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Timely Letter from a Correspondent — 


RELEASED TIME 
$S 


(CONCERNING the entire ques- 
tion of “released time,” may I 
urgently request your consideration of a 
certain angle of that controversy which 
could only be known to one born and 
reared in the Catholic Church? 


No non-Catholic can possibly realize 
what a booby-trap ‘Released Time’ is. The 
good and sincere people who see merit in 
it would hastily withdraw their support 
were they to understand its real source 
and purpose. 


To begin with, anything promoted and 
ardently backed by the Roman hierarchy 
is, by that very fact, suspect. When the 
prelates announce, as in 1948, that they 
are out to destroy Separation of Church 
and State, we may be sure that while they 
will welcome the aid of Protestants in do- 
ing so, they envisage no advantage to the 
latter in the final outcome. 


Protestant ministers falling in line with 
Rome’s plans—whether these be exemp- 
tion from parochial school taxes, Released 
Time, bus fares for non-public school chil- 
dren or other schemes — such ministers 
may rest assured that any small temporary 
advantage to their sect will be wiped out 
when Rome tots up the last balance, which 
she has every intention of doing. The 
wedge they helped to build will bring 
down the structure which protected them. 

Let us view the sinister plan behind 
‘Released Time.’ 

First, with the aid of ministers easily 
convinced that 40 minutes subtracted from 
school work will accomplish more than 
regular Sunday School classes have been 
able to do, Rome gets a Released Time 
schedule introduced. To disarm criticism 
it will be carried on outside the school 
premises. 


Next, the question is skilfully raised as 
to why time should be lost and traffic risks 
incurred by transport of the children to 
distant Released Time classes. Why not 
hold classes in avail- 
able class-rooms of the 
school itself? 

This sounds reason- 
able. If allowed, in due 
time the suggestion is 
made that, due to the 


large number of minor non-Catholic sects 
which cannot be provided with individual 
meeting places, it might be well to com- 
bine all Protestant sects under a Protestant 
teacher, to be selected in rotation by the 
various sects. 


In the meantime Father Murphy, the 
instructor for the Catholic children, (and 
for any non-Catholics whose parents have 
no objection), turns out to be a person of 
extraordinary charm possessing a wizard 
way with children. Soon there are almost 
as many non-Catholics as Catholics in 
Father Murphy’s class. Some of the chil- 
dren in the duller, less interesting Protes- 
tant class ask their parents if they can’t 
change to Father Murphy. 


While this has been going on the Cath- 
olic School Board Members have angled 
through a law providing equal payment 
from State funds for all Released Time 
teachers. When citizens protest, they are 
labeled ‘atheists.’ By now the Catholic 
Attorney General has declared the law 
Constitutional, so there is no redress. 


However, since the Board has to pay 
the salaries, it can make a considerable 
saving by reducing the Released Time 
staff in each school to a single teacher. 
This teacher must, of course, pledge to 
avoid all sectarian dogma, confining the 
course to the life of Jesus and the ethical 
concepts acceptable to all Christians. The 
Released Time teachers pledge to follow 
this course, if chosen. 

Who shall be chosen? Why not ask the 
children themselves? Naturally, jolly, af- 
fable Father Murphy wins hands down. 
It’s all very democratic—and very deadly 
to real Democracy. 


Now let’s look ahead 25 years. By 1977 
the Roman Catholic Church has become 
the de facto, if not the de jure, Govern- 
ment of the United States, controlling, by 
pressure of money and prestige, all de- 
partments, the armed services and their 

disposal, foreign poli- 
cy and domestic policy 
including divorce, ob- 
stetrical, and marriage 
laws. Membership in 
the Church is a prac- 
(Continued on pg. 110) 








MONEY for MASSES 


_ stipends (payments for Masses) came 

into being during the Middle Ages as the 

result of new teachings and practices such as transubstantia- 

tion, Mass intentions and daily Masses. At first tacitly ap- 

proved by the bishop of Rome, the practice of Mass stipends 

was soon regulated by church law (Canon 824), and each 

Roman Catholic diocese now has its own fixed chart of prices, 
established either by custom or by synodical statute. 

Since it is often denied that priests charge their people fixed 

sums for Masses, an excerpt from such a diocesan chart is 


produced here as evidence: 


Fourth Synod of the Diocese of 
Omaha, June 14, 1934, article 182 


Translation: 


182. We decree that in this diocese no 
priest shall dare to demand more or 
less than the following stipends: 


For a private Mass which may be said 
at any time convenient to the cele- 


For a low Mass to be publicly an- 
nounced or celebrated under — 
special circumstance 


For a high Mass [sung instead of 
$5.00 


For a funeral or nuptial Mass when 


For a funeral or nuptial Mass when 
sung 


For a solemn Mass 


This price-list of Masses was drawn 
up in the poor Mid-Western diocese of 
Omaha, Nebraska, during the depres- 
sion and drought years. There are 
many dioceses today which request 
two to five dollars for a low Mass, 
while some demand as much as $100 
for a first-class funeral or nuptial Mass. 
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In this repeated Sacrifice of the Cross 
Christ is said to die in particular for 
one individual, that is, for the person 
who pays the price of the Mass or for 
whose intention the Mass is said. Since 
the middle ages the death of Christ is 
being sold in Roman Catholic churches 
while the Scriptures proclaim that the 
salvation we have in Christ-is a free 
gift of God. 

Protestants, of course, believe that 
any form of buying or selling of salva- 
tion and other spiritual gifts is a sinful 
act of simony, condemned in Holy 
Scripture (Acts 8:18). St. Peter evi- 
dently would not have approved the 
present practice of Mass ‘intentions’ 
and Mass ‘stipends.’ He begged his 
flock in Asia to remember that they 
“were not redeemed with corruptible 
things as silver and gold, . . . but with 
the precious blood of Christ” (I Peter 
1:18-19). He also warned the Elders 
to ‘feed the flock of God . . . not for 
filthy lucre’s sake, but voluntary” (I 
Peter 5:2). 


In spite of this clear teaching of the 
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Word of God, the medieval church of 
Rome revived the priesthood with its 
daily sacrifices. It began to teach that 
“the Mass is the same sacrifice as that 
of the Cross.” Today there are more 
than 50,000 priests in the United States 
alone who offer Mass every day, and 
are thus said to re-enact the Sacrifice 
of Calvary more than 50,000 times a 
day. 

Many Roman Catholics and some 
priests feel quite embarrassed about 
this medieval practice of their church. 
Theologians, however, try to excuse 
the custom of Mass stipends by ex- 
plaining that the stipend is not a pay- 
ment for services rendered, but rather 
a free gift, a fee or tip voluntarily 
given. For this reason the priest often 
considers this source of income non- 
taxable. 


It makes little difference whether 
the transaction is called ‘stipend’ or 
‘payment.’ It is not the name that de- 


termines the nature of a thing. The 
fact remains that the monetary transac- 
tion is not of the nature of a ‘tip,’ be- 
cause a fixed sum is demanded and a 
minimum is set to be paid in advance. 


Origin Of The Mass 

The Roman Catholic catechism ex- 
plains the Mass as follows: ‘In the 
Mass Christ offers Himself as the rep- 
resentative of the human race... Men 
in all ages have offered sacrifice; Prot- 
estants, Mohammedans and Buddhists 
are the exception . . . The Mass is the 
same sacrifice as that of the Cross. 
Non-Catholics have no Mass, because 
they do not believe in Transubstantia- 
tion and have no valid priesthood . . . 
The Mass is the same sacrifice as that 
of the Cross because . . . the ends for 
which the sacrifice is offered are the 
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But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish 
with thee, because thou hast thought that the 
gift of God may be purchased with money. 


Acts 8:20 


107 





same as those of the sacrifice of the 
Cross ... What were the ends? ... To 
satisfy God’s justice for the sins of 
men; to obtain all graces and blessings 
. . . The Mass, infinite in value, may 
also be offered for special intentions. 
An offering, called stipend, is usually 
made, when such a special intention is 
requested.” (Baltimore Catechism, 
No. 3, pp. 106-109.) 

Roman Catholic theologians explain 
at length that the Mass is not a sym- 
bolic but a real sacrifice. As such it is 
of late origin and cannot even be iden- 
tified with some early Eucharistic prac- 
tices at Rome which were sometimes 
called spiritual sacrifices of adoration 
and thanksgiving. 


Mass Unscriptural and Unapostolic 
The word Mass is not found in the 
Bible, nor can it be found in the writ- 
ings of the first three centuries. It is, 
therefore, neither biblical, nor apos- 
tolic or of early tradition. The langu- 


age of the early Church of Rome was 
Greek. Yet the word “Mass” (Missa) 
is of Latin origin, an abbreviation of 
Missa Catechumenorum (dismissal of 
the catechumens), a practice no longer 
existent in the Roman CatholicChurch. 
Originally the Mass was nothing else 
but the ‘celebrating’ of the Lord’s Sup- 
per preceded and followed by a num- 
ber of set prayers, hymns and Scrip- 
ture readings. The Bishop, Elders, 
Deacons, Cantors and the entire con- 
gregation took part in the services, 
breaking the bread together and par- 
taking of the cup. These services are so 
clearly described by the Latin Fathers 
of the Church that Roman Catholic 
scholars are often embarrassed when 
treating on the history of the Mass. 
There were no ‘low Masses’ or ‘daily 
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Masses’ in the early Church of Rome. 
Every Mass was celebrated on solemn 
occasions. These solemn Masses were 
often called “spiritual sacrifices” in 
the sense of the text of St. Peter: “Ye 
also, as lively stones, are built up a 
spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable 
to God by Jesus Christ’”’ (I Peter 2:5), 

These spiritual sacrifices by a sym- 
bolic priesthood of all true believers 
gradually developed into real sacti- 
fices. Elders, called presbyters or 
priests, became sacrificing mediators 
between God and men. At the end of 
the 11th century the word transubstan- 
tiation was coined and the new doc- 
trine was officially approved and de. 
fined in 1215. The new Sacrifice of the 
Mass became a cure-all for spiritual 
and physical ills. Mass zntentions were 
introduced for which a money payment 
was required. 


Masses Put On Sale 

When priests began to receive mon- 
ey for the Mass, the early ‘solemn’ or 
community Masses were abolished and 
replaced by solitary or ‘low’ Masses. 
Daily Masses were introduced in order 
to offer as many intentions as possible. 
Some priests began saying Mass as of- 
ten as seven times a day. Because of 
these frequent Masses, the cup of wine 
came to be withheld from the laity, 
and on June 15, 1415, in absence of 
the pope—he had been dethroned— 
the Church of Rome officially decreed 
Communion under one kind, in spite 
of Christ’s command that “all” were 
to partake of the cup (Matt. 26:27). 

Roman Catholic people are totally 
unaware of the fact that the Eucharis- 
tic changes of the Middle Ages are in 
direct violation of the teachings of 
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God’s Word. Neither do they realize 
that Mass intentions and Mass stipends 
were invented at a time when monks 
were occupied with fabricating spu- 
rious relics to be sold to the highest 
bidder, and forgiveness of sin could 
be purchased for fixed sums. Indul- 
gences and other spiritual gifts also 
had price tags attached to them. 


St. Bridget and Others Protest 


It was in this era of corruption that 
the famous St. Bridget (1303-1373) 
wrote in her Revelations: “The Pope 
isa murderer of souls; he destroys and 
flays Christ’s flock, more cruel than 
Judas, more unjust than Pilate. All the 
Ten Commandments he has changed 
into this one: money, money. The 
Pope and his clergy are forerunners of 
Antichrist, rather than servants of 
Christ.” 


In the 15th century Wyclif and oth- 
ers protested against the practice of 
Mass stipends and called it simony. 
When the Church of Rome had reach- 
ed the height of corruption, God called 
upon Martin Luther and other reform- 
ers to restore His church to its or- 
iginal purity. The Sacrifice of the Mass 
was abolished along with the medieval 
inventions of seven Sacraments, indul- 
gences, purgatory, statues, relics, holy 
water, medals and rosaries. 


Roman Catholic scholars are well 
aware of the late origin of the sacri- 
ficial character of the Mass. Rev. Dr. 
Joseph Pohle, professor of dogmatic 
theology at the university of Breslau 
and one of the greatest authorities on 
the history of the Mass, cleverly starts 
his treatise by quoting Harnack as say- 
ing “that the early Church up to the 
time of Cyprian (d. 258) contented 
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itself with the purely spiritual sacti- 
fices of adoration and thanksgiving, 
and that it did not possess the sacti- 
fice of the Mass, as Catholicism now 
understands it.” 


Mass a Gradual Evolution 


Still more cleverly the professor con- 
tinues by stating that ‘‘an impartial 
study of the earliest texts seems in- 
deed to make this much clearer, that 
the early Church paid most attention 
to the spiritual and subjective side of 
the sacrifice and laid chief stress on 
prayer and thanksgiving in the Eucha- 
ristic function . . . That there has been 
an historical dogmatic development 
from the indefinite to the definite, 
from the implicit to the explicit, from 
the seed to the fruit, no one familiar 
with the subject will deny.” 

This is an admission that the Mass 
as it exists today gradually came into 
being. How then can it be apostolic? 
In fact the above statement accuses 
the early church, as founded by Christ, 
of being imperfect as to doctrine and 
practice, and far inferior to the Ro- 
man Catholic Church of the Middle 
Ages. 


Prof. Pohle defines the Mass stipend 
as “a certain monetary offering which 
anyone makes to the priest with the ac- 
companying obligation of celebrating 
a Mass in accordance with the inten- 
tions of the donor.” He refers to the 
same stipend as “the now customary 
money-offering, which was introduced 
about the eighth century.” This again 
is an admission that paid Mass inten- 
tions were unknown during the first 
seven centuries, even at Rome. 


Rev. Dr. Adrian Fortescue, one of 
the greatest Roman Catholic authori- 


ties on rites and liturgies, implicitly 
admits that the Roman Catholic of to- 
day who would be carried back to 
Rome in the era before the seventh 
century, would not find himself at 
home with the service there. 


The same scholar states: ‘‘Mean- 
while the Mass was developing in oth- 
er ways also. During the first centuries 
it had been a common custom for a 
number of priests to concelebrate; 
standing around their bishop, they 
joined in his prayers and consecrated 
the oblation with him. This is still 
common in the Eastern rites. In the 
West it had become rare by the thir- 
teenth century . . . In other cases con- 
celebration was in the early Middle 
Ages replaced by separate private cele- 
brations . . . When the custom of low 
Mass began . . . the celebrant had to 
supply all the parts of deacon, subdea- 
con and choir himself. Then, as he be- 
came used to saying these parts, he 
said them even at high Mass, too... 
No doubt the custom of offering each 
Mass for a special intention helped to 
bring about this change . . . The cus- 
tom of the intention of the Mass fur- 
ther led to Mass being said every day 
by each priest . . . The separate cele- 
brations then involved the building of 
many altars in one church.” 


A plainer admission of the late or- 
igin of the Mass cannot be expected 
from Roman Catholic scholars who do 
not wish to incur excommunication. 
Prof. Pohle goes as far as to say: 
‘“‘Whether the priestly vestments are 
historical developments from Judaism 
or paganism, is a question still dis- 
cussed by archaeologists.’’ Such is the 
quicksand of tradition on which the 
Roman Catholic Church is built. 
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Mass Flatly Contrary 
To New Testament Teaching 

Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles, in- 
structed his Gentile converts that in 
order to become Christians they had 
to abandon their pagan priests, altars 
and sacrifices. But it seems that some 
converted Jews believed that the priest- 
hood and sacrifices of the Old Testa- 
ment were to be continued in the New 
Testament. To refute their position, 
Paul then wrote his letter to the He. 
brews wherein he explained that the 
New Testament is toally different 
from the Old. He explained that the 
New Testament has no sacrificing 
priesthood, Christ being the only High 
priest who, by one sacrifice, has re. 
deemed us from our sins once and for 
all. Our sins and iniquities God will 
remember no more. Hence, the New 
Covenant is a “new and living way” 
in which “‘there is no more offering for 
sin.” He plainly told them: “Every 
priest standeth daily ministering and 


offering oftentimes the same sacrifices 
wich can never take away sins: But this 
Man, after He had offered one sacti- 
fice for sins forever sat down on the 


right hand of God” (Heb. 10:11) 


Released Time 
(Continued from page 105) 


tical necessity for advancement in office or 
even success in business. The Church waxes 
richer and richer while the populace rapidly 
sinks to the social and economic level of Cath- 
olic countries. It can do little to resist since, 
through Rome’s control of education, it is also 
sinking to the intellectual level of the Middle 
ages. 

You think I exaggerate? May I ask you to 
cast your eyes back over the past half-century? 
Well within the life-time of most of us Rome 
has risen from a position of innocuousness to 
feared and arrogant supremacy. 

As a former Catholic who lived within the 
Church for 35 years, I beg of you to give her 
no further ingress into our treasured safe 
guards by endorsing her Released Time scheme. 
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ARBITER of Human 
Conscience 


By ANGELO LOVALLO 


The Moral Theology of St. 
Alphonsus Maria de Liguori 


HE ROMAN martyrology 

lists Alphonsus de Liguori 

as a Saint ‘‘of the highest rank, and a 
Doctor of the Church.” He was born 
at Marionella, near Naples, Italy, on 
Tuesday, September 27, 1696. His 
father was an Italian nobleman, a 
naval officer and captain of the Royal 
galleys; his mother was of Spanish 
descent. Alphonsus de Liguori was not 
educated in an Italian public school but 
was tutored privately. On January 21, 
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1713, at the age of only 16, he won his 
degree as Doctor of Laws. Three years 
later he began his practice as a lawyer 
in the Law Courts of Italy. For eight 
years he won every case that he de- 
fended. But in 1723, he lost his first 
big case in which $500,000 was in- 
volved. This defeat suffered at the 
Court of Laws soured him for the le- 
gal profession. This disillusionment 
was further accentuated by a guilt- 
complex for his past sinful life. “Ban- 
quets, entertainments, theatres,” he 


declared later on, “these are the pleas- 
ures of the world, but pleasures which 
are filled with bitterness of gall and 
sharp thorns. Believe me who has ex- 
perienced it, and now weeps over it.” 


Haunted Throughout Life 
By Guilt-Complex 

In fact, throughout his life, this 
guilt-complex tortured his conscience 
to such an extent that it drove him to 
insane scrupulosity and despair. For, 
three years before his death, Alphon- 
sus underwent a complete spiritual 
blackout. “Fearful temptations against 
every virtue crowded upon him togeth- 
er with diabolical apparitions and il- 
lusions, and terrible scruples and im- 
pulses to despair which made life a 
hell.”’? 


In 1723, Alphonsus entered the re- 
ligious order known as the Oratorian. 
He studied for the priesthood under 
their auspices and on December 12, 
1726, was ordained into the Roman 
Catholic priesthood. On November 9, 
1732, he founded the new religious 
order then called the ‘Congregation 
of the Most Holy Redeemer,” and 


1Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. I, p. 335. 
*Ibid, p. 338. 
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now known as the Redemptorist Or. 
der. Later on this order was to take 
over the work carried on by the Society 
of Jesus, when the latter society was | 
suppressed by Clement XIV in 1773 
and which suppression Alphonsus 
fought hard to prevent. Although the 
Roman Catholic authorities recognized 
the Redemptorist Order as a religious 
order, it was not acknowledged le. 
gally by the Italian government until 
after the death of Alphonsus de Li. 
guori. 


Late in his life, Alphonsus de Li- 
guori became a writer. His most dis. 
tinguished work was his “Moral The. 
ology.” In 1748, he published the first 
outline of his “Moral Theology” in a 
single quarto volume under the title: 
“Annotations to Busembaum,” a fa- 
mous Jesuit moral theologian. In 1753 
he published the first complete volume 
of his ““Theologia Moralis’” (Moral 
Theology); the second volume, dedi- 
cated to Benedict XIV, was circulated 
in 1755. Since this time various edi- 
tions of the Moral Theology of Al- 
phonsus de Liguori have been edited 
by different Roman Catholic pub- 
lishers. 


Liguori Canonized As Saint 


At the age of 91 Alphonsus de Li- 
gouri died on August 1, 1787. He was 
declared “Venerable” on May 4, 1796; 
beatified in 1816 and canonized as a 
Saint by Gregory XVI on May 26, 
1839. In 1871, he was honored by Pius 
IX as a Doctor of the Church. After 
examining his works 20 times, the 
Congregation of Sacred Rites issued 
this decree on May 18, 1803: “Noth- 
ing deserving of censure or offending 
against faith and morals is to be found 
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in the moral theology of Liguori.” Af- 
terwards the Roman Tribunal of the 
Sancta Penitentiarie (Holy Peniten- 
tiary) proclaimed on July 5, 1831, that 
every confessor might without further 







































































































1s examination abide by all the decisions 
e of Liguori. 
d Roman Catholic apologists enthusi- 
us fF astically eulogize St. Alphonsus. Card- 
€& @ inal Wiseman said this about him: 
tl | “The great St. Alphonsus was raised 
-l- up when minds were confused with 
controversies and heresies, with clear 
rj. | intellect and delicate hand to trace the 
is | thread of traditional truth amid the 
ne. | maze of error, and to be a beacon to 
rst | future ages. He has so changed the 
1a | face of the church that now there is 
le | perhaps not a theological school in the 
fg. | world which would care to give its stu- 
153 | dents any treatise of moral theology 
me | opposed to the spirit of St. Alphonsus, 
yral gentle to past sins, severe to the occa- 
adi. | sion of them. What immense influence 
ted | has he exercised, and yet he is in all 
edi. | senses a saint of modern times, adapt- 
Al. | ed to the wants and to the circum- 
ited | stances of the age, lived in the time 
Dub- of our fathers, and his canonization 
was but yesterday.”’* 
This is indeed quite a tribute to a 
mete human being! In addition, it 
_ § must be further related that the Eng- 
e Li Ff lish Cardinal Wiseman was so at- 
Was ¥ tracted to St. Alphonsus that he wrote 
796; Fa biography on the “Life of St. Al- 
as 4 9 phonsus Liguori” in which he speaks 
26, of his idol in these terms: 
be "St. Alphonsus Liguori is cel ebrated 
al throughout the world for his theolo gi- 








cal writings, his great virtues, his ex- 
traordinary sanctity, which prove how 


_—_—___. 














8Cardinal Wiseman sermon as reported 
bythe Tablet, August 16, 1850. 
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close was the connection between the 
wisdom of his understanding, and the 
purity of his breast.” * 


Are His Moral Theological Teachings 
Consonant With Christian Morality? 


It is well to examine the moral the- 
ological teachings of St. Alphonsus Li- 
guori to determine if they are conson- 
ant with decency, reason, and the nat- 
ural and divine evangelical precepts, 
or if they are socially and morally de- 
structive and mischievous. Could they 
really be classified as the work of one 
who enjoyed “‘the purity of his breast’’ 
as Cardinal Wiseman says? We shall 
utilize eight tomes of the Theologia 
Moralis written by St. Alphonsus de 
Liguori himself, and published “in 
Parisus 1835, apud Gauthier Fratrem 
et Soc. Bibliopolos et Vesontione apud 
eosdem.” To avoid confusion and mis- 
understanding, we shall list the title 
of the subject matter which St. Al- 
phonsus treats, and the number of the 
page and Tome (volume) from which 
the excerpts are taken. 

We shall first give illustrations of 
the teachings of St. Alphonsus on: 


EQUIVOCATION 


‘To swear with equivocation, when 
there is a just cause, and the equivoca- 
tion itself is permitted, it is not sinful, 
because where there is a just cause for 
hiding the truth, and it is hidden with- 
out a lie, no irreverence is done to the 
oath. 

“For greater clarity of what is said 
here, and to be said in this very dif- 
ficult question, many things must be 
‘Life of St. Alphonsus Liguori, by Cardi- 
nal Wiseman, published by Dolman, 1846, 
p. 57. 
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distinguished. In the first place, we 
must distinguish that one is double- 
talk or equivocation, and the other is 
mental restriction. 


“Double-talk (or equivocation) can 
be employed in a three-fold way: 1) 
When a word has a double sense, such 
as volo which means to wish or to fly; 
2) When a phrase has a double prin- 
ciple meaning, for example, This is 
Peter's book, can signify either that 
Peter is the owner or the author of the 
book. 3) When words have a double 
meaning, one that is more common, 
the other less common, or one that is 
literal, the other spiritual, as are these 
words, which Christ spoke of the Bap- 
tist (John), ‘He is Elias,’ and the Bap- 
tist said: ‘I am not Elias.’ In which 
sense holy men say, that rich food is 
harmful to them,—that is, for morti- 
fication; those afflicted with diseases 
say that they feel very well, that is as 
far as the strength of the spirit is con- 
cerned. . . . Thus, also, he who is in- 
terrogated about something, which it 
is expedient to conceal, can answer, 
‘Dico non’ (I say not)—that is I say 
the word non (not). 


“These things being established, it 
is a certain and common opinion a- 
mong all divines, that for a just cause 
it is lawful to use equivocation in the 
ways propounded, and to confirm it 
(the equivocation) with an oath.” 
(Pp. 32-33, Tomus Il, Theologia Mo- 
ralis, by St. Alphonsus Liguori, Parisi- 
#5, 1835, Apud Gauthier Fratrem et 
Soc. Bibliopolos et Vesontione Apud 
Eosdem.) 


Then St. Alphonsus goes on to say: 
“Hence it is to be inferred that: 

1) A confessor can affirm, even with 
an oath, that he does not know a sin 
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heard in confession, by understanding 
as man, not as the minister of Christ, 
(p. 35, Tomus I ibid) 

2) “And if anyone rashly should 
seek from the confessor whether he 
may have heard such a sin in confes. 
sion, he can rightly answer, I have not 
heard it, that is to say, as a man, ot for 
the purpose of making it known,” 
(p. 36, Tomus II ibid) 

3) The accused, or a witness, not 
properly interrogated, can swear that 
he does not know about the crime, 
which in reality he does know; by un. 
derstanding that he does not know 
about the. crime, of which he could be 
legitimately asked, or that he does not 
know (about the crime) so as to give 
evidence concerning it. 

“But it is asked: whether such an 
accused one, or witness, (who swears 
thusly) can be absolved (in confes- 
sion) unless he manifests the truth? 
Sanchez . . . with Philarch affirm the 
most probable opinion. (i.e. the crim- 
inal can be absolved.) Because by such 
an oath (which can not be said to be 
perjury) he does not sin against com 
mutative justice, but against legal (jus 
tice) and obedience owed to the 
Judge, whose duty to detect the truth 
is transient, and lasts only while the 
Judge is interrogating. Sanchez says 
the same thing about a lying witnes. 
And so both can be absolved (in the 
confessional) without revealing th 
truth (about the crime). (p. 36, To 
mus II ibid ) 

“Whether an accused or witnes 
properly interrogated can deny the 
crime even with an oath, if the com 
fession of the crime be attended with 
great disadvantage? With sufficient 
probability Lugo . . . with many oth fa 
ers, says that the accused, if threatenelf ¢ 
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with death, or imprisonment, or per- 

tual exile, the loss of property, the 
galleys, and such like, can deny the 
crime, even with an oath (at least 
without great sin), by understanding 
that he did not commit it, only let 
there be a hope of avoiding the pun- 
ishment. The reason is, because hu- 
man law cannot lay men under so 
reat an obligation with so severe a 
penalty. And Ebbel adds, that this o- 
pinion, although less probable, should 
be suggested to the accused and con- 
fessors, that they may be delivered 
from great blame, in which they would 
easily fall if they would be bound to 
the confessor of the crime.” (p. 27, 
Tomus II ibid ) 


4) “A penitent, interrogated by the 
confessor about a sin already con- 
fessed, can swear that he did not com- 
mit it, understanding that (sin) which 
has not been confessed.” (p. 37, To- 
mus II ) 


5) “A poor man absconding with 
his goods for his support, can answer 
the Judge that he has nothing.” (p. 
37, Tomus II) 


6) “An heir who hid things without 
an inventory, if he is not bound to 
make satisfaction from these to the 
creditors, can answer to the Judge 
that he hid nothing, understanding of 
those things with which he may be 
held to make satisfaction.” (p. 37, 
Tomus II) 


























7) “He who accepted a loan, but 
has afterwards returned it, can deny 
that he received the loan, understand- 
fing so as that he ought to pay it.” (p. 
37, Tomus II) 

8) “If anyone were forced into a 
}f Marriage, he can assert to the judge, 
even with an oath, that he did not con- 
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tract (matrimony) to wit freely in or- 
der to be a mate.” (p. 37, Tomus Il) 

9) “Equally he who promises mar- 
riage but then did not hold to it, he 
can deny that he made a promise, to 
wit that he may be bound because of 
it.” (p. 37, Tomus I1) 


10) “He who comes from a place 
falsely supposed infectious can deny 
that he came from that place, to wit, 
as from a pestilent place, because this 
is in the mind of the cordon sanitaire.” 
(p. 37, Tomus II) 


11) “If a person is asked by the 
judge whether he spoke to the accused, 
he can deny it, understanding that he 
did not speak to him in order to co- 
operate in a crime.” (p. 38, Tomus II) 


12) “He who is elected to office, 
being asked whether he has some im- 
pediment, can deny that he has, if in 
reality it may not be such that it may 
impede him.” (p. 38, Tomus I1) 


13) “Equally, if any one invited to 
dinner, is asked if the food, which is 
in fact unpalatable, be good, he can 
answer, it is good, to wit, for morti- 
fication.” (p. 38, Tomus II) 


An Adultress Wife Can Deny That 
She Committed Adultery 


“It is asked whether an adulteress 
can deny adultery to her husband, un- 
derstanding that she may reveal it to 
him. She can assert, equivocally, that 
she did not break the marriage bond, 
which truly remains; and if she con- 
fessed the adultery sacramentally (i.e. 
in confession), she can answer, I am 
innocent of this crime, because by con- 
fession it was taken away. Thus Car- 
denas, diss. 19, n. 54, who, however, 
here remarks that she cannot affirm 
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it with an oath, because, in asserting 
anything, the probability of a fact suf- 
fices; but for swearing certainty is re- 
quired. But to this it is to be replied 
that for swearing moral certitude is 
sufficient, as we above dub. 3. N. 147 
cum Salm. C.2. N. 44 Less Sanch, etc. 
which moral certainty of the remission 
of sin can be had indeed, when any 
one, morally well disposed, received 
the sacrament of penance.” (p. 38, 
Tomus I1) 


“In brief if the crime (of adultery) 
were truly occult .. . the wife can deny 
it with an oath, and say: I have not 
committed it, in the same way in 
which the accused person not properly 
interrogated was able to say to the 
judge, I have not committed the crime, 
by understanding that he has not com- 
mitted the crime so that he may be 
bound to manifest it.” (p. 39, Tomus 
IT) 


A Servant May Deny That His 
Master Is At Home 


“It is asked, 5, whether a servant, 
by order of his master can deny that 
he (the master) is at home. Cardenas 
admits that he can feign (false) his 
master’s foot on the step, and answer, 
He is not here, because it is not men- 
tal restriction; but to this I do not as- 
sent, if the other can by no means un- 
derstand that. Rather I would concede 
that he can say, He is not here, that is 
to say, not in this door or window or, 
he is not here so as that he may be 
seen. Also Cardenas says that he can 
answer that he has departed from the 
house, by understanding a departure 
which took place in some time past; 
for we are not bound, he says, with 
Lessius, as above, to answer of him 
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that interrogates, if there is a just 
course.’ (p. 39, Tomus II) 


It Is Permissible To Swear Falsely 


“It is lawful to swear equivocally, 
if the oath is demanded unjustly, as 
for example, if anyone demands ap 
oath who has no such right, v. 9, an 
incompetent Judge, or if he does not 
serve on a jury. Likewise if it (the 
oath) is demanded through force, in. 
jury, fear v. 9. if a husband demands 
an oath from his wife concerning the 
crime of adultery that is occult .. ’ 
(p. 40, Tomus II) 


‘He who swears externally without 
the intention of swearing, is not obli- 
gated to the oath, unless perhaps by 
reason of scandal; because he will have 
not sworn but faked. In the external 
form neverthless it can be thought to 
serve as an oath.”” (p. 41, Tomus Il) 


Ways In Which Promissory 
Oaths Are Not Binding 


“It is asked, how great is the sin of 
a promissory oath that is feigned 
(faked) , and how far does its obligs 
tion extend? I distinguish: anyone can 
promise feignedly with an oath ina 
three-fold manner: 1. Without th 
mind of swearing; 2. Without the 
mind of binding himself; 3. Without 
the mind of fulfilling. 


“If anyone swears without the mind 
of swearing, he sins indeed, even a& 
cording to the 25th proposition com 
demned by Innocent XI:—which said 
when there is a cause, it is lawful t 
swear without the mind of swearing 
whether the matter be small or great 
—the reason is, because then he mods 
the Divine testimony. But whether i 
this case does he sin grievously? W 
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answer affirmatively, if he swears 
without the mind of fulfilling the 
romise; if with the true mind of ful- 
filling, he only sins venially. But 
rightly, to make an exception, in case 
the oath is made in contracts, or before 




























an a judge because then, although it is 
an] not perjury, it is, however, a grievous 
not § deception against justice. 
the “II. But if he swears without the 
‘in| mind of putting himself under an ob- 
nds § ligation, but with the mind of fulfill- 
the # ing, Cajetan, Croix, S. Antoine, Scotus, 
"§ Tamburin, and others, hold that he sins 
mortally; first because thus swearing, 
hour @ he falsely signifies that he has the in- 
bli. tention of putting himself under an 
s by obligation, which truly he has not, 
have next, because, as Croix thinks as more 
ermal probable, it appears as a great irrever- 
ht tog ence to call on God as a witness, and 
5 [])§ be unwilling to be bound by His testi- 
mony. But very probably Sanchez and 
Tamburin hold that he does not sin 
except venially. The reason is because 
. :/& —swearing in such a manner, when he 
4 : has the mind of fulfilling, although 
ignd he does not intend to place himself 
blige sates a 
eal under an obligation, on the one 
a hand, he does not swear falsely, be- 
tthe USE he asserts the truth concerning 
" his present will; on the other hand, 
ut the ; ; 
Thou when he has not the will of putting 
himself under an obligation, in any 
_ ff manner, by the force of an oath, whose 
.e mini very intrinsic reason is to induce the 
ven a 





obligation of religion—in reality, he 
does not swear, as Salmeron, Elbel, 
Sparer, etc., say, according to a com- 
mon opinion; and, moreover, this oath 
is the same as if made without the 
‘Bmind of swearing, which is nothing 
but a venial sin, when he asserts the 


ttuth, as is said above.” (p. 42, Tomus 
Il) 
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It Is Licit To Dissemble The Faith 

On the question of denying the 
faith, St. Alphonsus says: “In no case 
is it lawful, whether it be done by 
voice or any other sign, Christ having 
said, ‘He who had denied me before 
men,’ etc. Notwithstanding, indeed, 
although it is not lawful to lie, or to 
feign what is not, however it is lawful 
to dissemble what is, or to cover the 
truth with words or other ambiguous 
and doubtful signs for a just cause, 
and when there is not a necessity of 
confessing.” (p. 200, Tomus 1) 

“He who being asked, either by pri- 
vate or public authority, is silent or 
answers obscurely, or says that he does 
not wish to answer—that he is not 
justly interrogated — that he is not 
bound, nor does he wish to speak to 
others what he himself may believe, 
and in like manner tergiversates, does 
not appear to deny the faith, but is 
unwilling to betray it. Whence, if 
thus he may be able to deliver himself 
from a troublesome investigation, it 
is lawful; for, generally, it is not true, 
that he who is interrogated by public 
authority, is positively bound to pro- | 
fess the faith, unless when that is ne- 
cessary, lest he may appear to those 
present to deny the faith.” (p. 200, 
Tomus 1) 

“If a prince command the faithful, 
by a general law, that they should be- 
tray themselves by bearing a sign, or 
by avowing themselves, or otherwise, 
they are not bound, since no one is 
bound to speak the truth, unless spe- 
cially interrogated, except there may 
be these circumstances: for example 
this one,—that they who did not avow 
themselves may appear to deny the 
faith,—viz., if some were previously 
known, and thus, on this account, 
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were thought to have fallen away.” 
(p. 201, Tomus 1) 

“When you are not asked concetn- 
ing the faith, not only is it lawful, but 
often more conducive to the glory of 
God and the utility of your neighbor, 
to cover the faith, than to confess it; 
for example, if concealed among her- 
etics, you may accomplish a greater 
amount of good; or if, from the con- 
fession of the faith, more of evil 
would follow,—for example, disturb- 
ance, death, the hostility of a tyrant, 
the peril of defection if you should be 
tortured,—whence it is often hazard- 
ous to offer one’s self uncalled for.” 
(p. 201, Tomus I) 

“It is likewise a lawful custom, 
when a Catholic (Roman) passes 
through an heretical territory, and is 
in great danger of losing his life or 
goods, (not, however, if he only suf- 
fers derision or annoyance, as Bec 
maintains, C. IX.)—for the purpose 
of dissembling the faith, to eat flesh 
meat on fast days, because the com- 
mand of the church is not binding 
under such peril.” (p. 202, Tomus I) 

Equally shocking to Evangelical 
Christians are Liguori’s teachings re- 
garding: 

THEFT 


On the question of theft, Liguori 
teaches: “If anyone on an occasion 
should steal only a moderate sum eith- 
er from one or more, not intending to 
acquire any notable sum, neither to 
injure his neighbor to a great extent, 
by several thefts, he does not sin griev- 
ously, nor do these, taken together, 
constitute a mortal sin; however, after 
it may have amounted to a notable sum 
by detaining it, he can commit mortal 
sin, but even this mortal sin may be 
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avoided, if either then he be unable to 
restore, or have the intention of mak. 
ing restitution immediately of those 
things which he then received. 


“Query II. If small thefts which to. 
gether amount to a larger sum, be 
made from various known masters, 
whether a thief be bound under great 
blame to make restitution to them, or 
whether he may satisfy by distributing 
them to paupers? On the one hand it 
appears that a restitution should be 
made to the original possessors, un- 
less the danger of losing fame, or 
very grievous loss, or inconvenience 
excuse. 


“Whence it appears that a thief 
may have rendered sufficient satisfac. 
tion to his own weighty obligation 
from the presumed consent of the re. 
public, if he make restitution to pav- 
pers, or pious (religious) places which 
are the more needy parts of the repub- 
lic.” (pp. 279-280, Tomus I1) 


Is Liguori Moral Or Immoral? 


It is well to remember that the con- 
gregation of Sacred Rites reviewed the 
works of St. Alphonsus Maria de Li: 
guori twenty times and still was ur- 
able to find anything censurable. On 
the contrary, a Christian need not take 
but a single look at the Moral Theol: 
ogy of Alphonsus de Liguori to know 
that his so-called pious teachings art 
against the principles of decency, res- 
son, and against the precepts of the 
laws of nature and of the Gospel. His 
Moral Theology clearly demonstrates 
that it is replete not of holy instruc 
tions of a saint but of the aberrations 
of a sinful creature. 


His whole Moral Theology bt 
speaks moral laxity, injustice, inde 
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cency, godlessness, and not piety, de- 
cency, holiness, and Christ. Further- 
more, the Moral Theology of Liguori 
makes sin a virtue, and virtue a sin; 
creates loopholes for shirking the re- 
sponsibilities of sins of commission 
and omission; panders to the evil in- 
cinations of man and makes a mock- 
ety of God's testimony. 
































Liguori Is Author Of Equiprobabilism 


Liguori is celebrated for his Moral 
Theology because he was the first one 
among all the Roman Catholic moral 
theologians who drew fine and clear- 
cut distinctions between a venial and 
a mortal sin, and how to reduce a mor- 
tal sin to a venial sin; and because he 
is the author of the theory of equipro- 
babilism (in case of doubt, a person is 
free from any and all obligation to 
observe the law whether the moral, 
civil or natural order, where these 
opinions for or against the law are 
equal or nearly equal. Thus, accord- 
ing to this theory, any adverse decision 
of the Pope against civil laws and 
governments renders Roman Catho- 
lics free not to obey them.) 

To say, as Liguori holds, that for a 
good cause perjury, murder, theft, for- 
nication, may be lawful is to contra- 
dict the evangelical maxims contained 
in Scripture, to corrode the moral fibre 
of society, and to do violence to right 
teason. 










































































Jesuits Endorse Liguori Theology 





Today the staunch champions of the 
Moral Theology of Liguori are the 
‘| Jesuits, who aside from agreeing with 
his moral teachings are the first ones 
to defend and propagate them. Their 
"J attitude can be considered as being 
sufficient to repay Liguori for his great 
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fight with Clement XIV to forstall the 
suppression of the Society of Jesus. 
Today nine out of ten moral theologi- 
cal books used in Roman Catholic 
seminaries are written by Jesuits who 
closely follow the corrupt moral the- 
ological principles of Alphonsus de 
Liguori. 

Noldin, Genicat, Gury, Palmuri, 
Ballerini, Slattery, Smith, are Jesuits 
who faithfully follow the moral prin- 
ciples laid down by their master, Al- 
phonsus de Liguori. Their moral prin- 
ciples and teachings are so abominable 
and destructive of morals, particularly 
with regard to the Roman Catholic 
sixth commandment, that they are not 
translated into the vernacular English. 


Liguori Recognized As Dangerous 
To Seminarians 

Roman Catholic seminarians are not 
indiscriminately instructed on the Ro- 
man Catholic sixth commandment. It 
is only in the fourth year of theology 
when apart from the other seminarians 
he is taught the principles, cases, and 
Liguori’s application pertaining to the 
sixth commandment. It is at this peri- 
od of theological training that the de- 
struction of the morals of the future 
Roman Catholic priests begins, and if 
his faith is not founded on the Rock 
Christ, it will suffer shipwreck. The 
end result is that at one time the priest 
will appear as the upholder of morals, 
at another time he will corrupt the 
morals of his flock; at one time he will 
be a zealous priest, at another time a 
lax moralist; at one time he will rep- 
resent himself as a Christian, at an- 
other time as an idolater, perjurer, de- 
baucher and insurrectionist. 

Alphonsus Liguori purposely de- 
vised his Moral Theology in such a 
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way as to free the confessional box 
from being a place of “Third De- 
gree’: thus enabling Roman Catholics 
to commit sin with impunity and at 
the same time providing them an out- 
let to obtain an easy pardon of their 
sins in the confessional. Once a Ro- 
man Catholic fully realizes this essen- 
tial aim of Moral Theology, he will 
remain a faithful adherent of the Ro- 
man Church and in the future will ig- 
nore the temptation of joining the 
Protestant Church which believes in a 
strict code of morality. 
Christ The One True Moral Theologian 
In a word, if we look for Christ in 
the Moral Theology of St. Alphonsus, 
we will not discover Him there. If we 
search for the love of God and neigh- 
bor, we will not find it there. If we 
seek for humility, we will notice in- 
stead the pride and vanity that abound 


there. On the other hand, if we read 
St. Paul, or any other Apostle we ob. 
serve that Christ’s love, holiness, hv. 
mility, justice and charity, are greatly 
in evidence. The teachings of St. Paul, 
the Apostles, and of “Saint’’ Alphon. 
sus Liguori are not related to one an. 
other but are diametrically opposed to 
each other. The Evangel of Christ is 
simple and is utterly opposed to every 
species of wrong-doing whether or not 
it is perjury, denial of faith, lying 
murder, theft, adultery, or equivoca 
tion. But the Moral Theology of Li. 
guori is not simple but complex; for 
any just cause it permits perjury, de 
nial of faith, lying, or murder; it em. 
ploys equivocating equiprobabilism 
Its norm is that it is probable that mu- 
tually contradictory statements can ex 
ist simultaneously and thus be equally 
true and valid. 


CAcadia Baptist ACADEMY 


Eunice, Louisiana 


A STANDARD STATE APPROVED BAPTIST HIGH SCHOOL 
giving 
The Christian interpretation to all phases of the curriculum. 
Owned ond Operated by Louisiana Baptist Convention. 


offering 
Work in grades 8-12 and an opportunity for adults who are interested to 
get a high school education regardless of previous education. 


Summer term opens June 9. Two full High School units may be earned in 
summer. 1952-53 term opens September 9. 


For information, catalogue, and application blank write: 


V. K. Fletcher, Superintendent 


ACADIA BAPTIST ACADEMY 


Eunice, Louisiana 


We especially urge preacher boys and volunteers for Christian service to consider the 
Acadia Baptist Academy for their cultivation. 
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On 

an- . i 

‘of “What Catholics Believe 

tls Pus is the title of a book pub- 
rey blished in June, 1951, by Pan- 
ne theon Books, Inc. of New York. 
ing, 

to Written originally in German by 
| o Josef Pieper and Heinz Raskop, it was 
“SY translated into English by Christopher 
» de Huntington. It bears the Nihil obstat 
‘St (nothing objectionable) of Thomas 
lism Wy, Smiddy, S.T.L., Censor Librorum 
‘7 (censor of books), and the Imprima- 
ah tur (permission to be printed) of 





Thomas Edmund Molloy, Archbishop 
of Brooklyn. This makes the book 
authentic and reliable, as far as the 
Catholic doctrine is concerned; other- 
wise it could not have had authoriza- 
tion for its publication. 

It is repeatedly stated that the Ro- 
man Catholic Church never changes its 
doctrinal position. In the light of that 
daim this book, approved and authen- 
ticated by high church authorities, can- 
not but bring confusion to readers ac- 
quainted with Roman Catholic doc- 
trine. 
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din I was a priest for 15 years, trained 


and educated in the Dominican Order 
which has a reputation for great learn- 
ing. 1 was pastor for six years of a 
lage Roman Catholic congregation in 
New Orleans, and taught Catechism to 
children for many years. I was always 
told that one of the reasons for the ex- 
istence of Purgatory was that, though 
the eternal punishment due to sin has 
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The End of PURGATORY? 


By Rev. J. A. FERNANDEZ 


e 


been forgiven by the Sacrament of Pen- 
ance (confession), the temporal pun- 
ishment due to sin must be expiated 
after death in Purgatory, until the “last 
farthing is paid.” That I also taught 
and preached, and no one ever called 
my attention to the fact I was a heretic. 
Every pupil in my class had to memor- 
ize the answer to the question: “What 
is Purgatory?” Answer: “Purgatory is 
the state in which those suffer for a 
time who died guilty of venial sins, or 
without having satisfied for the tem- 
poral punishment due to their sins.” 

I was amazed, then, when reading 
W hat Catholics Believe, to come upon 
this phrase in connection with the ef- 
fects of the Sacrament of Extreme Unc- 
tion. It . . . “also remits all temporal 
punishment for sin.” I knew that the 
Sacrament of Extreme Unction, mean- 
ing the last rubbing or anointing, ac- 
cording to the Roman Catholic posi- 
tion, “comforts in the pains of sick- 
ness and strengthens us against temp- 
tations; remits venial sins and cleanses 
our soul from the remains of sin; and 
restores to health when God sees fit.” 
The Roman Catholic Church gave me 
the definition of “remains of sin,” as 
meaning: “the inclination to evil and 
the weakness of the will which are the 
result of our sins, and which remain 
after our sins have been forgiven.” 
But that is not “temporal punishment” 
due to sin. 


If the Sacrament of Extreme Unction 
“remits all temporal punishment for 
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sin,” why Purgatory ? One would think 
that there is no Purgatory, at least for 
those who receive the last rites of the 
Roman Church. But the Church does 
not accept the inference. The majority 
of Roman Catholics will have to go to 
Purgatory, because they die with venial 
sins unforgiven, or with the temporal 
punishment due to mortal sins still un- 
paid. That is the official position of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

The book in question confirms the 
above statement by asserting that 
through the Sacrament of Extreme 
Unction “the Christian is so thorough- 
ly restored that the soul is ready to pass 
over into eternal life.” 


This, indeed, is a new doctrine, 
which eliminates Purgatory for those 
who are so fortunate as to receive Ex- 
treme Unction. In other words, the 
book states that these are fully re- 
stored, and if fully restored, ready to 
be with God; then why the painful de- 


tour of Purgatory? 


But the assertion that the souls of 
those who receive Extreme Unction 
are “ready to pass over into eternal 
life” is even more baffling to one for- 
merly imbued with the old doctrines 
of the Roman Catholic Church. ‘‘Eter- 
nal life,” according to same book (p. 
42), is “the ‘incorruptible glory,’ ” 
where there will be rest and “union 
with the Blessed Trinity.” It is mani- 
fest that this ‘‘eternal life,” beautifully 
described, where there is no pain, can- 
not be Purgatory. 

If Extreme Unction gives eternal 
life, why Purgatory? 

And, if Purgatory, why Extreme 
Unction ? 


Is the book wrong, or has the “un- 
changeable” Church changed ? 


a22 


g 
Rome's Wonarchy 
HW ANY AMERICANS who 


read the Roman Catholic 
publicity that is appearing 
as paid advertising of the Knights of 
Columbus in widely read papers and 
magazines today might gain the im. 
pression that the Church of Rome is 


merely an oppressed body of theologi- 
cal doctrine or belief. 


The Roman Catholic Church boasts 
in astronomical figures of converts 
gained through the Knights of Colum. 
bus propaganda. Each year increasing 
numbers of national magazines and 
local newspapers accept and present 
these deceptive advertisements, which 
portray the Roman Catholic Church 
and people anywhere between a hum- 
ble and abused organization bearing 
the brunt of intolerance to a powerful 
divine instrument directly instituted by 
Christ and endowed with all His attri- 
butes and those of the apostles. 


These misleading and cunning ad- 
vertisements are guilty of perpetrating 
untruths and half truths. They com. 
pletely omit many essential factos 
which true Evangelical Christians 
should know. But, as Lord Robert 
Montagu of England, in his book, “Re 
cent Events and a Clue to their Solw 
tion” points out about the Roman 
Catholic Church: “Tt is, in fact, a huge 
and intricate system of government, an 
empire, an absolute monarchy with it 
college of Cardinals or Privy Counell- 
lors—a monarchy which rules not onl) 
by means of force, and which govems 
not only the bodies and outward a 
tions of its subjects, but which rales 
the conscience by means of spiritual 
terrors, and insures the most abjet 
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obedience by means of superstitious 
feelings.” That is a statement to be 
seriously pondered. 

One of the most important Roman 
Catholic documents is the Syllabus of 
Errors of December 8, 1864. This por- 
trays the Papal government in its 
true light— as a conspiracy of the 
most subtle and best-informed minds 
against the fortunes and liberties of 
mankind. It reveals that the Roman 
Catholic Church has agents in every 
land and nation, as every priest, monk 
and nun is in reality an agent of that 
government. These all move as one 
army in accordance with orders from 
the Vatican, in the same manner pre- 
cisely as international Communists 
move under orders from the Kremlin. 
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um} By these and many other means, 

ring | the Vatican is daily increasing its body 
§ a 

rful | of adherents who must implicitly obey, 
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without thought of honor, patriotism 
or family affection. 

















Says Lord Montagu: “The system 

























ad. | isa wonderful mechanism. Its center 
ting is the pope, yet it is independent of 
com: | the pope. Many a pope has been a 
ctors | dotard; very many have been debau- 
tians | chées, yet the machine works on irre- 
obert | spectively of its idiosyncrasies. It is 
Ry. | the Cabinet, the Privy Council, the 
Soly | College of Cardinals that governs 
oman | That body never dies. One old man 
huge and another falls away, like a sere 
nt, any ad yellow leaf, but the tree remains, 
ith its | the traditions and knowledge of the 
uncil- | “aturies are still there. 

t onl) “The records of the past are added 
vem # to the daily experience of the pres- 
rd at} ent and that experience is being ever 
rules gathered in every corner of the earth 
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es a telegraphic wire of secret intelli- 
gence to the central station in Rome.” 

Here you have a diabolic system 
cunningly devised by men. It finds 
not the slightest warrant in New Tes- 
tament teaching. Because the set-up is 
perpetual, there is nothing to stop the 
advance of the power of the pope. 
People were made to believe that the 
Roman Catholic Church rides over the 
centuries because it was inaugurated 
by Christ Himself. Be not deceived. 

The purposes of the Vatican are 
as fathomless as the sea. Its action is 
in every state, setting nation to ham- 
per nation, exciting one statesman 
against another, breaking up, divid- 
ing, crumbling its enemies, while its 
own party is always externally united, 
conspiring everywhere towards one 
object. It will move forward until that 
day of which we read in Rev. 17: 
“These shall make war with the Lamb, 
and the Lamb shall overcome them: 
for he is Lord of Lords, and King of 
kings.” 
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"God Hath CNumbered Chy Kingdom” 
in Latin A 


merica 


é HE ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH has long claimed 
Latin America as her exclu- 

sive domain and her priests have pro- 

tested the sending of evangelical 
missionaries on the ground that the 

Latin Americans are Christians and 

that their spiritual welfare is amply 

provided for. 

It is interesting to note that Catho- 
lic authorities, writing to their own 
people in a plea for recruits for the 
priesthood, take quite a different view 
of the situation. The following is a 
portion of two leaflets published by 
the Catholic authorities in Guatemala 
and translated from the Spanish lan- 
guage. 

Consider: 


COSTA RICA has for 747,000 inhabit- 
ants, 176 priests: 1 priest for each 
4,200 inhabitants. 

NICARAGUA has for 1,000,000 inhabit- 
ants, 165 priests: 1 priest for each 
6,250 inhabitants. 

EL SALVADOR has for 1,800,000 in- 
habitants, 198 priests: 1 priest for each 
9,000 inhabitants. 

HONDURAS has for 1,200,000 inhabit- 
ants, 104 priests: 1 priest for each 11,- 
500 inhabitants. 

GUATEMALA has for 3,500,000 inhab- 
itants, 124 priests: 1 priest for 28,000 
inhabitants, 

In Consequence: 

We (Guatemalans) are, in the number 
of priests, the most destitute of all 
countries in the entire world. 


Lamenting this lack of priests, an- 
other leaflet pictures existing condi- 
tions in these words: 

“Lack of priests means: Infants 
without baptism, children without 

Christian instruction nor first com- 
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munion, wayward adolescent victims 

of evil habits, adults hardened in 

covetousness and selfishness, old 
men deaf in their rebellion. 

“The Temples deserted, ruined 
and abandoned; the bells silent; the 
baptismal founts dry and dusty; 
empty confessionals .. . the chil. 
dren that are born to them, grou 
without instruction for time and 
eternity ... Immodesty rules in the 
street. . . The religious life either 
degenerates in empty vitualism and 
lamentable superstitions or the peo- 
ple turn to the stupid lies of the 
Protestants, traitors of their own 
country 

“Help save our country from 
its great danger by supplying Us 
with more priests...” 

The {Catholic} Register of last 
March 25, under the by-line of Paul 
H. Hallett, Litt.D., asks “How Catho- 
lic is Latin America?” in commenting 
on a letter printed in Latinoamerica, 
a representative Catholic journal, from 
a Brazilian resident in England. The 
Brazilian estimated that if apply 
ing the criterion for practical Catholi- 
city used in the English - speaking 
world — weekly attendance at Mass 
and education in Roman Catholic 
schools—less than 20 per cent of the 
Brazilian nation could be called Ro- 
man Catholic, instead of the usual 
estimated 97 per cent. 

Latinoamerica stated that tests which 
apply in Britain, Ireland and North 
America could not be expected to 
properly evaluate religious faithful 
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ness all over the Catholic world. ‘“The 

henomenon,”’ it said, “of the preser- 
yation of the faith in even the most 
abandoned country areas of all Latin 
America is a remarkable fact, which 
in our judgment can be explained only 
by a special intervention of the Holy 
Spirit .. . A Latin America campe- 
smo (peasant) who spends years with- 
out seeing a priest or receiving the 
sacraments, can be a better Catholic, 
inmy judgment, than a Londoner or 
New Yorker who frequents divine 
srvices. We ourselves have known 
the case (and we have heard the same 
thing from priests of several Latin 
American countries) of country peo- 
ple who after many years come down 
fom the hill country to attend mis- 
sons, and have no matter for Ab- 
solution.” 
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“In a country of Catholic tradi- 
tion,’ Dr. Hallett, attempts to ex- 
ase, “the lack of Catholic schools, 
though serious, is not so bad as it 
sunds. In Guatemala, where there 
are 125 curates for 3,000,000 people, 
the faith is kept alive among the 2,- 
000,000 Indians by their centuries-old 
confraternities and guilds. It is not 
dificult to see how these simple peo- 
ple can have more of a Catholic con- 
«iousness, as regards many aspects 
of life, than a daily communicant in 
a pagan environment. “Honduras,” 
he explained, “gets around its relig- 
ous education difficulty by an ancient 
astom whereby every church or chap- 
dcelebrates annually several days of 
igious functions, to which the pa- 
dte is invited. Since these festivals at- 
tact all the people of the vicinity, 
this gives the priest a splendid chance 
t0 teach the children.” 

Admitting the laxity among Roman 
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Catholics the world over, Dr. Hallett 
continued, ‘““The lax attitude of much 
of the Latin American population to- 
ward the Mass and Matrimony is not 
to be condoned, but remember that 
English-speaking Catholics, despite 
regularity at Mass and Catholic 
schools, often have attitudes inconsist- 
ent with true Catholicity. And bear in 
mind that the illiterates among Latin 
Americans are so confused by the de- 
mand that a civil ceremony precede a 
Church wedding that many of them 
neglect both. Attendance at Mass va- 
ries in different areas. In the city of 
Guatemala the Sunday attendance is 
40 to 50 per cent of the entire popu- 
lation — no bad percentage even in 
Catholic communities of some other 
lands, if we count all the people sup- 
posed to be Catholics.” 

When such an admission comes di- 
rectly from the Roman Catholic au- 
thorities themselves, it serves to make 
the desperate spiritual plight of Ro- 
man Catholic countries all the more 
apparent. After 500 years of Roman 
Catholic domination, these countries 
need, not more priests, as they claim, 
but more Spirit-filled proclaimers of 
the true Gospel story. 

The other side of this story, pre- 
sented by way of contrast, is given by 
the Roman Catholic Mr. Ataide, a 
Brazilian layman, who admitted that 
the strong native Protestant minority 
is represented by “a cultural elite, 
highly respected by all cultured Bra- 
zilians.” He attributes the growth of 
Protestantism to the indifference of 
Roman Catholics to their religion and 
the refusal of educated people to ac- 
cept Catholic dogma. “Protestantism,” 
he said, “is filling the vacuum which 
Catholicism has left in Brazil.” 
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MARRIAGE ANNULMENTS 


FFICIAL SPOKESMEN for 

the Roman Catholic church 
often accuse our courts of breaking 
up the American home by granting an 
ever increasing number of divorces. 
By pointing at these deplorable con- 
ditions they attempt to present their 
church as the sole defender of Chris- 
tian marriage. They explain that in 
Catholic doctrine marriage is a sacra- 
ment, a sacred union whose bond can- 
not be dissolved except by death. They 
maintain that their church never grants 
a divorce for any reason. To those 
who claim that in Matt. 5:32 and 19:9 
Christ allowed one exception they re- 
ply with a holier-than-thou attitude 
that “adultery is never a ground for 
divorce.” 

Such teachings sound indeed very 
orthodox. Many non-Catholics have 
been led by them to the belief that Ro- 
man Catholicism is the last conserva- 
tive force left in this modernistic age 
to uphold fearlessly the indissolubility 
of marriage. 

In practice, however, the Roman 
Catholic church breaks up thousands 
of marriages. It does so by means of 
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“separations” and ‘“‘annulments.” 

Reasons for separation are (1) 
Adultery (c. 1129), (2) Free consent 
of both in case one wishes to enter 
religious life or receive Sacred Or 
ders (cc. 542, 987), (3) “If one o 
the parties has joined a non-Catholic 
sect; or educated the children as non- 
Catholics; or is living a criminal and 
ignominious life; or is causing grave 
spiritual or corporal danger to the 
other; or makes the common life too 
hard by cruelty — these and other 
things of the kind are so many lawful 
reasons for the other party to depart.’ 
(Canon 1131) 


While the granting of a separation 
does not permit the parties to remarry, 
the granting of an annulment sets the 
parties free to select new partnets 
With regard to the future an annul: 
ment is in effect identical with di 
vorce. A divorce terminates a real mat- 
riage and opens the way for a second 
marriage. An annulment terminate 
the first union by declaring it null and 
void, and allows the parties to con 
tract a “real’’ marriage with some 
body else. 
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The Roman Catholic Church 
Grants Divorces 


In reality an annulment is an ecclesi- 
astical substitute for divorce. The Ro- 
man Catholic hierarchy in the United 
States dissolves marriages with greater 
ease and for flimsier reasons than any 
court in the land. Each diocese has set 
up a marital court with ecclesiastical 
lawyers which in every detail resem- 
bles our divorce courts. More than 120 
of these Roman Catholic courts grant 
annulment of marriage daily to Ameri- 
can citizens with almost total disre- 
gatd of American law. These courts 
daim jurisdiction over all marriages, 
Catholic as well as non-Catholic. Many 
annulments are granted by a simple 
declaration of the bishop without any 
court proceedings. Mixed marriages are 
often annulled without the hearing, 
consent or even the knowledge of the 
non-Catholic party. The non-Catholic 
isinformed post factum of the annul- 
ment granted by a diocesan tribunal. 
A photostatic reproduction of such an 
anulment was printed in our maga- 
ane of January, 1947, page 25. 

















































































































Some cases of annulments are re- 
served to the Roman Rota. This mari- 
tal court in Rome is also a Supreme 
court to which parties may appeal who 
were unable to obtain an annulment 
fom their diocesan court. As the 
American Catholic often can not af- 
~~ ford the high costs of these Roman 
vith proceedings while he can obtain a civil 
I ivorce, few Americans ever appeal 
t0Rome. In Catholic countries where 
00 civil divorces can be obtained and 
where Roman Catholic annulments 
-Jue recognized by the state, appeals 
Jue made to the Rota especially by the 
wbility in cases involving a large 








artners. 
























amount of property. While the num- 
ber of annulments granted by the Rota 
is comparatively small, the number 
granted by local courts is much higher. 
No official statistics have ever been re- 
leased of the latter. 

Taking its own definition as its in- 
fallible guide, the Roman Catholic 
Church capitalizes especially on the 
interpolated word: valid. It instructs 
its priests that not every marriage is 
sacred and indissoluble. Invalid mar- 
riages, for instances, can be annulled 
by the stroke of an ecclesiastical pen, 
even though such marriages were 
started in good faith, were blessed by 
the priest and the parties swore be- 
fore God that they would take each 
other for better or worse until death. 


Rome Versus Christ 

Speaking of the indissolubility of 
marriage, Christ warned: ‘What 
therefore God hath joined together, 
let not man put asunder” (Mark 10: 
9). To this divine saying the Roman 
Catholic church has added a few #f’s 
and but’s and has formulated its own 
definition of indissolubility as fol- 
lows: “The valid marriage of Chris- 
tians, consummated by the conjugal 
act, cannot be dissolved by any human 
authority for any reason; death alone 
can dissolve the bond.” (Canon Law, 
c. 1118) 

Christ never made any distinction 
between valid, licit or consummated 
marriages. Neither did He point ex- 
clusively at Christian marriages when 
He spoke to the Pharisees (Mark 10: 
2). Nor did Christ differentiate be- 
tween human and divine “authorities” 
but simply stated “not man,” i.e. not 
any man. 
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